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Honorable Commissioner of Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 p^flflONS'W^ 
RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT WITH TRAVERSE 

In response to the restriction requirement set forth in the office action of 02/13/2002, 
Apphcants hereby provisionally elect cla.ms 3-14 for examinatton, with traverse. Cl.ms 1-14 

remain in the application. ' 

The Exammer has required res.nc.ion be.ween claims 1 and 2 (group T), draw, ,o surface 
modrfied enzyme, and Carms 3-14 (g^p D). drawn «, a me.hod for sUbiUzmg enzymes. The 
,„ven,i„ns are re,a«d as pnxess of making and produc. made. The .wo groups of c arms have 
been classified ,n.o differen. classes. Group I has been classified in class 435, subclass 188. 
Group H has be,n classified in class 435. subclass 440. Applicant c„„.end .ha. bo.h groups are 
properly classified in.o class 435, subclass 188. Therefor, - and examina.ion of .he enure 

applica.ion can be made wirhout serious burden and res.ric,,oo is improper. 

Subclass 188 is directed .o s.abilizing an enzyme by forming a mix.ure, an adduc, or a 

compos.uon.orforma.ionofanadduc.orenzy^econjuga.e.medefini.ionof.hesubCass 

includes: 
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Subject matter wherein (a) the enzyme is contacted with an extraneous 
material to impart to the enzyme a resistance to loss of activity, or (b) the 
enzyme is reacted with a nonenzymatic material to form a complex or a 
chemically modified enzymatic compound, e.g., conjugate, ligand, etc. 
(Manual of Patent Classification) 

The subclass definition does not restrict between processes and products. Both are 
included. Further, this subclass is indented under subclass 183, which expressly includes 
"Enzymes, per se, compositions containing enzymes, processes for synthesizing enzymes, and 
preparing enzyme compositions." 

Under MPEP 803, the Examiner must examine the entire the application if the search and 
examination can be made without serious burden, even if it includes independent or distinct 
inventions. As all claims should fall under the same class and subclass, they have not acquired a 
separate status in the art. Applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner has not met the 
burden of showing that search and examination cannot be made without serious burden and 
request that the restriction requirement be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

In the event that a fee is required, please charge the fee to Deposit Account No. 50-0281, 
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and in the event that there is a credit due, please credit Deposit Account No. 50-0281. 

»y submitted, 




John J. Karasek 
Reg. No. 36, 182 
Phone No. 202-404-1552 
Associate Counsel (Patents) 
Naval Research Laboratory 
4555 Overlook Ave, SW 
Washington, DC 20375-5325 
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CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 
I certify that this paper is being facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office 
on the date shown below. 

j) ate Joseph T. Grunkemeyer 
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